
Prosanta Chakrabarty, Ph.D. 
 

Museum of Natural Science, Dept. of Bio. Sci., 
119 Foster Hall, Louisiana State University  

Baton Rouge, LA 70803 USA 
Office (225) 578-3079 | Fax: (225) 578-3075 

e-mail: prosanta@lsu.edu 
webpages: https://www.prosanta.org 

 
CV SUMMARY 

George H. Lowery, Jr. Professor and Curator at the LSU Museum of Natural Science and Department of Biological Sciences. 
Published 95+ peer-reviewed papers (on ichthyology, systematics, evolution, and conservation) and three books. Continuously funded by 
the NSF since 2009, $3+ million in grants. TED Fellow since 2016, TED Senior Fellow in 2018 (TED Talks with 5+ million total views); 

National Geographic Certified Educator, trained seven PhD (three current) students and seven postdocs. Traveled to 35+ countries 
mainly for research and collections primarily in Asia and the Neotropics; described 15 new species. Added 100K+ specimens as Curator of 
Fishes at LSU MNS, 2nd largest on-line accessible DNA collection of fish tissues (10K+), created a permanent public exhibit for the LSU 
MNS and modernized collection space. Interviewed by BBC, National Geographic, Science, CNN, NPR and other major outlets. Elected 

Fellow of AAAS (American Association for the Advancement of Science) in 2018; Program Director for the National Science 
Foundation (2016-2017); President-Elect (2022) and President (2023) of the American Society of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists; 
Fulbright Distinguished Chair (2020-2021), on the Board of Directors for the National Center for Science Education and Faculty 

Director of the LSU Center for Collaborative Knowledge (2021-2024). 
 
EDUCATION 
 
2006  Doctor of Philosophy in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of Michigan, Dissertation:  

 "Phylogenetic and Biogeographic Analyses of Greater Antillean and Middle American Cichlidae." 
 
2000   Bachelor of Science in Applied Zoology, McGill University, Montréal, Québec. 
 
RECENT RESEARCH AND ADMINISTRATIVE POSITIONS 
	
2020 – Present  Professor/Curator of Fishes, Louisiana State University, Department of Biological Sciences, Museum of Natural 

Science, LA. George H. Lowery, Jr. Professor since 2022 

2024 – Present    NCSE (National Center for Science Education) Board of Directors 
 
2021 – 2024 Director, LSU Center for Collaborative Knowledge 

2020 – 2021 Fulbright Canada Distinguished Chair in Environmental Science at Carleton University, Ottawa. 

2020 – Present Research Associate, Canadian Museum of Nature, Ottawa, Canada 
 
2016 – Present Research Associate, National Museum of Natural History Smithsonian, Washington, D.C. 
 
2012 – Present Research Associate, Division of Vertebrate Zoology, American Museum of Natural History, NY. 
  
2016 - 2017 Program Director for National Science Foundation, Systematics and Biodiversity Sciences Cluster in the Division 

of Environmental Biology, Directorate for Biological Sciences, VA. 
 
2014 – 2020  Associate Professor/Curator of Fishes, Louisiana State University, Department of Biological Sciences, Museum of 

Natural Science, LA. 
 
2008 - 2014 Assistant Professor/Curator of Fishes, Louisiana State University, Department of Biological Sciences, Museum of 

Natural Science, LA. 
 
2006 - 2008  Postdoctoral Fellow, American Museum of Natural History, Department of Ichthyology, NY.  
 
2000 - 2001  Research Assistant, Wildlife Conservation Society, Bronx Zoo, NY. 
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MAJOR GRANTS  
Over $3+ million total  
 

• NSF BIO MPS: Rules of Life: FELS: RAISE: A Phylogenomically-Based Bioinspired Robotic Model Approach to 
Addressing the Evolution of Terrestrial Locomotion, 2019-2024. 

• NSF: CSBR: Imminent and Critical Integration and Renovations to Herps and Fishes at the LSU Museum of Natural 
Science, 2016-2022.  

• NSF DEB: Collaborative Research: Not so Fast - Historical biogeography of freshwater fishes in Central America and the 
Greater Antilles, 2014-2021.  

• NSF IOS: Research Opportunity Award, 2018.  
• National Academies Keck Futures Initiative: Crude Life: A Citizen Art and Science Investigation of Gulf of Mexico 

Biodiversity after the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill, 2016-2018.  
• NSF REVSYS: Reconstructing Heroini (Teleostei: Cichlidae) – Of Heroes, Convicts, Angels and Red Devils. 2009-2014.  
• Board Of Regents, Traditional Enhancement Grant - Education: Making a Big Splash with Louisiana Fishes: A Three-

tiered Education Program and Museum Exhibit, 2010-2012.  
 
NOTABLE AWARDS/CERTIFICATIONS 

• Elected President-Elect (2022), and President (2023), American Society of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists 
• National Geographic Certified Educator, 2021. 
• Fulbright, Distinguished Chair 2020-2021. 
• Elected Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, 2018. 
• ‘Forty Under 40’ Greater Baton Rouge Business Report, 2018. 
• Rainmaker: Emerging Scholar Award 2013; Mid-Career Scholar Award 2016; Louisiana State University. 
• Named a TED Fellows 2016; Senior Fellow at TED 2018. 
• Distinguished Young Alumni Award, MacDonald Campus, McGill University, 2012.  
• University of Michigan Outstanding Graduate Student Instructor Award, 2005. 
• McGill University Macdonald Campus Gold Key Award  
• Lieutenant Governor of Quebec Award, 2000. 
• Valedictorian Class of 2000, of the Macdonald Campus of McGill University, 2000.  

 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

	
Louisiana State University  

• First Year Seminar “How to be a Scientist”, College of Science, Fall 2018, 2019, 2021, 2023 
• Evolution, Fall 2011, 2014, 2018, 2022 
• Evolution in the Galapagos, (Study Abroad) Summer 2022, 2023 
• Ichthyology, Fall 2009-2010, 2013, 2015, 2017, 2019, 2021, 2023 
• Introductory Biology Lab - Instructor of Record, Course Based Undergraduate Research (CURE), Fall 2018 
• Unexplored Places Seminar Spring, Fall 2022) 
• Academia & Beyond Graduate Seminar Spring, 2022 
• Systematics Discussion Group, Fall 2009-2015, 2017 
• Curatorial Methods, Fall 2010, 2015, 2023 

International Short Courses 
• Taxonomy and Identification of Fishes from the Arabian Gulf, Kuwait Institute of Scientific Research, 2015 
• Co-Mentored with Steve Cooke and Dalal Hanna – Advance in Applied Ecology (BIOL 5512) Ottawa-Carleton Institute of 

Biology, Fall 2020  
 
ADVISING 
 
Collections Manager:  

• David Boyd (2021 – present), Museum of Natural Science, Louisiana State University. 
• Seth Parker (2015 – 2020), Museum of Natural Science, Louisiana State University. 

 
Postdoctoral Researchers:  

• Dr. Rafet Ozturk (2022 – 2023), Louisiana State University (Karadeniz Technical University, Türkiye). 
• Dr. Yahya Terzi (2022 – 2023), Louisiana State University (Karadeniz Technical University, Türkiye). 
• Dr. Fernando Alda (2015 – 2018), Louisiana State University, currently at University of Tennessee, Chattanooga. 
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• Dr. Brandon Ballengée (2015 – 2018), Louisiana State University. 
• Dr. Laurie Sorenson (2014), Louisiana State University. 
• Dr. Wilfredo Matamoros (2010 – 2012), currently at Universidad de Ciencias y Artes de Chiapas, Mexico. 
• Dr. Matthew P. Davis (2010 – 2011), currently at St. Cloud University. 

 
Doctoral Students Supervised: 

• Daniel Geldof (in progress), Doctoral Program in Biology Louisiana State University. 
• Daniel Sinopoli (in progress), Doctoral Program in Biology Louisiana State University. 
• Sheila Rodriguez Machado (in progress), Doctoral Program in Biology Louisiana State University. 
• Diego Elias (2022), Doctoral Program in Biology Louisiana State University. Evolution of freshwater fishes in the 

Northern Neotropics. Now a postdoc at the Field Museum Chicago. 
• Pam Hart (2021), Doctoral Program in Biology. Louisiana State University. Evolution of Extreme Habitat Specialists in the 

Dark: Cavefishes and Anglerfishes. Now Assistant Professor, University of Alabama. 
• A.J. Turner Ph.D. (left program 2020), Doctoral Program in Biology.	Louisiana State University. Now at Rapid Genomics 
• William Ludt (2018), Determining the Drivers of Anti-Tropical Distributions Across the Fish Tree of Life. Louisiana State 

University. Now Assistant Curator at the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles. 
• Caleb McMahan Ph.D (2015), Phylogenetic Analysis and Historical Biogeography of Central American Cichlids. 

Louisiana State University. Now Head of Zoology and Collections Manager at the Field Museum, Chicago. 
 
Masters Students Supervised: 

• Valerie Derouen MSc. (2015) Bridging Research and Education: A Look into the Evolutionary History of Batfishes and 
How Museum Exhibits Can be Used to Engage the Public. Louisiana State University. 
 

Graduate Committee Membership: 
• Yinjuan Wang (2023), Doctoral Program in Animal Sciences, LSU 
• Keyla Pruett (in progress), Doctoral Program in Biological Sciences, LSU 
• Olivia Hawkins Ph.D. (left program after candidacy), Doctoral Program in Biology, University of Louisiana, Lafayette. 
• Cerise Chen Ph.D (in progress), Doctoral Program, California Academy of Sciences. 
• Carolyn Swize MSc. (in progress), Master’s Program in Oceanography, Louisiana State University. 
• Yi-Kai Tea Ph.D (2022), External PhD Examiner, The University of Sydney. 
• Maxwell Bernt Ph.D (2019), Doctoral Program in Biology, University of Louisiana, Lafayette. 
• Randy Singer Ph.D (2019), Doctoral Program in Biology, University of Florida. 
• Kory Jackson Ph.D (2017), Doctoral Program in Biology, University of Louisiana, Lafayette. 
• Hannah Rocket Ph.D (in progress), Doctoral Program in Oceanography, Louisiana State University. 
• Mark Swanson Ph.D (in progress), Doctoral Program in Biology, Louisiana State University. 
• Cody Steely Ph.D (2018), Doctoral Program in Biology, Louisiana State University. 
• Arghya Das Ph.D (2018), Doctoral Program in Computer Science, Louisiana State University. 
• Dahiana Arcila Ph.D (2017), Doctoral Program in Biology, George Washington University. 
• Christopher Reid. Ph.D (2017), Doctoral Program in Biology, Louisiana State University. 
• Tim Jones Ph.D (2014), Doctoral Program in Biology, Louisiana State University. 
• Lucy Hochstein MSc. (2014), Anthropology, Louisiana State University. 
• Will Schreiter Ph.D (2013), Doctoral Program in Chemistry, Louisiana State University. 
• Jairo Arroyave Ph.D (2013), Doctoral Program in Biology, American Museum of Natural History. 
• Scott Reed Ph.D. (2010), Doctoral Program in Veterinary Medicine, Louisiana State University. 
• Alfy Morales MSc. (2010), Biology, University of Louisiana, Lafayette. 

 
Undergraduate Honors Thesis Students Supervised: 
 

• Ali Chauvin (2022), “Examining the symbioses between bioluminescent Vibrio species and ponyfishes in the Indian Ocean 
and between Vibrio species and Crassostrea virginica in the Gulf of Mexico”.  

• Keyla Pruett (2021), Mitochondrial DNA genetic variation and structure in smalltooth sawfish (Pristis pectinata) Louisiana 
State University. [Sabrina Taylor, advisor] 

• Breonna Arvie (2020), “Is Sexual Selection Driving Fish Diversification in the Oceans” Louisiana State University. 
• Glynn O’Neill (2016), “One Fish? Two Fish? Three Fish? How Many Species Compose the Longear Sunfish 

(Centrarchidae: Lepomis megalotis)?” Louisiana State University. 
• Christopher Peck (2016), “A Checklist of the organisms living under the Ross Ice Sea Shelf.” Louisiana State University. 
• Oliver Sinquefiled (2014), “A Study of Biliverdin, Serum Albumin and Hemoglobin in the Scincid Lizard Prasinohaema.” 

Louisiana State University. [Chris Austin, advisor] 



 

Prosanta Chakrabarty CV   

• Brennan Howell (2015), “Bioluminescent Fishes in Shallow Water.” Louisiana State University. 
• Jacque Prejean (2012), “The Description of a New Species of Cavefish from Indiana.” Louisiana State University. 
• Gerald Soderstrum (2012), “Molecular Systematics of Middle American Fishes.” Louisiana State University. 

 
Current and Past Undergraduate Students (underline means published) –  Alexis Larkin (2024-current), Catherine “Cate” Arms 

(2023- current), Margaret “Maggie” Bagot (2023-current), Christian Mack (2023- current), Xavier Clute (2023-2024), 
Madeleine “Maddie” Hamlin (2022-current), Aaryana Jones (2022); Alexandra Chauvin (2021-2022); Alec Sheehy (2021-
current); Jonathan Simak (2021-current); Daniela Azevedo (2020-2022); Ujali Desai (2019); Madison Keegan (2019-
2020); Robert Sanders (2018-2020); Michele Byrnes (2019-2020); Layne Freeman (2017-2020); Breonna Arvie (2019-
2020); Kaya Foster (2019-2020); Valencia Henderson (2019-2020); Erica Kenworthy (2019-2020); Connor Thornton 
(2019-2020); Madison McInnis (2019-2020); Link Morgan (2016-2019); Emily Nall (2017- 2020); Genta Teruyama 
(2017- 2020); Alexandria Adams, (2017); Glynn O'Neill (2013-2018); Brandon Hardy (2018); Chris Peck (2015-2016); 
Link Morgan (2016-2020); Bailey Hutchison, (2017- 2020); Brennan Howell (2015); Marcy Cage (2015); Melanie Warren 
(2013-2014); Parker House (2012-2014); Gerald Soderstrum (2011-2012); Natalie Derouen (2011-2012); Justin Kutz 
(2009-2012); Jacques Prejean (2009-2011). 

 
Undergraduate Awards: 

Link Morgan – 2019 Undergraduate Employee of the Year, Louisiana State University. (Given to one student LSU-wide); also 
Distinguish Communicator Medalist 2019 

 
CURATORIAL EXPERIENCE 
 
2008-Present Added more 100K specimens to the LSU fish collection from fieldwork and gifts. The DNA tissue collection 

contains samples representing more than 2000 species and is the second largest in the country (10K samples). This 
has made the LSU collections one of the most important collections of fishes from the Neotropics. The database (as 
LSUMZ) is searchable through FishNet2.NET, iDigBio, VertNET, GBIF and is databased and saved in Specify 7. 
Requests for information and an average of 50 loans of lots are made a year. We also host many researchers, 
administrators and students including K-12 students visiting the collections. 

2017-2022 Major collection renovations including moving specimens into compactor shelving and tanks racks in Foster Hall. 
2008-2012 Collection renovations including installation of air-conditioning and humidity control among other changes.   
2008 Scientific Assistant, Department of Ichthyology, American Museum of Natural History.  
2007-2008 Lab Manager, Ichthyology Molecular Lab at the American Museum of Natural History.   
2004-2005 Curatorial Assistant, Fish Division, University of Michigan Museum of Zoology.  

 
INTERNATIONAL FIELD/COLLECTING TRIPS 

 
2024 Equatorial Guinea collected fishes as part of a rapid assessment program with Conservation International on the 

West Central African island of Bioko. 
2023 New Zealand North island around Auckland, included fish markets and rotenone stations (divers and snorklers) 

targeting triple-fin blennies, galaxiids, latrids and other endemics.   
2023              Galapagos Visited five islands (San Cristobal, Santa Cruz, Isla Isabella, Floreana, Baltra). Collected with 

Galapagos Science Center researchers on behalf of the Charles Darwin Research Station.  
2022 Galapagos. Survey work with LSU Study Abroad Evolution and Research Credit students, across eight islands. 

Includes snorkel surveys if fishes and mist-netting Galapagos finches.  
2020-1 Canada. Collecting with hoop nets on the Ottawa and St. Lawrence rivers (Ottawa and Quebec) with local fishers 

including ice fishing and other collecting trips for minnows, pike, lake sturgeon and other fishes.  
2020 Thailand. Collected in caves and freshwater streams targeting “walking fishes” including Balitorid loaches.  
2019  Haiti. Sampling freshwaters along southern part of island including Lake Miragoane, first collections here in 

more than 50 years. 
2018  Peru. Sampling around the Boiling River and other localities along the Peruvian Amazon. 
2017 Tahiti. Sampled marine and invasive species in French Polynesia, including snapper, surgeonfish, parrotfishes 

and others most from markets. 
2017 Tanzania. Sampling mangrove and marine species from the coast of Tanzania. Collected over 400 samples. 
2016 Panama. Sampling in the Darién National Park in the Darién Gap to collect freshwater fishes. Collected nearly 50 

species of cichlids, catfishes, characins and knifefishes.  
2015 Brazil. Sampling on the Tapajós and Amazon rivers. Collected tissues from 65 different species including many 

electric knifefishes, catfishes and characins. 
2015 Middle East. Sampling in Kuwait and Abu Dhabi, Dubai from Persian (Arabian) Gulf. Sampled from 120 

different species, 250 tissue samples, over 500 specimens. 
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2014    Kuwait. Sampling with Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research colleagues marine and brackish fishes from the 
Arabian Gulf (Persian Gulf). Sampled from 80 different species, 300 tissue samples, over 500 specimens. 

2013  Japan. Fish market survey and sampling from Tsukiji, the world’s largest fish market. Sampled 30 different 
species. 

2013  Guatemala. Sampling freshwater fishes throughout Peten and other localities. Sampled 59 species, 590 tissue 
samples and roughly 2000 specimens. 

2012  Singapore. Sampling marine fishes throughout the country, focusing on Pulau Ubin island reserve. Collected over 
250 different species and over 1500 specimens. 

2012  Honduras. Sampling freshwater fishes throughout the country and in caves. Collections include over 150 tissue 
samples representing nearly 30 different species and about 1000 specimens. 

2011  Costa Rica. Sampling freshwater and brackish water fishes throughout the country. Collected over 500 tissue 
samples representing 120 different species and 4000 specimens. 

2010  Vietnam. Fish market survey and from Nha Trang, Mui Ne, and Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon) and on the Mekong 
river.  Collected tissue samples representing nearly 350 different marine and brackish water species. 

2009   Australia. Sampled from caves, sinkholes to collected endemic blind gobies. Also sampled fisheries trawling 
materials of leiognathids at the Western Australia Museum.   

2008 Taiwan. Fish market survey in in Taipei, Wuchi, Chiayi, Dongshih, Heng-chun, Tongkang and Tashi. Sampled 
260 marine species totaling over 1000 specimens.  

2008 Madagascar. Targeted the blind cavefishes in Ankarana and the Mahafaly Pleateu.  
2007 Indonesia. Collected from 28 sites on the island archipelago, including Java, Papua, Sulawesi, and Bali.  
2007 Sri Lanka. Collected from over 20 sites on the western and southern Coasts of Sri Lanka.  
2007 Taiwan. Collected from several deep-sea ports and markets.  
2007 Malay Peninsula. Collected from more than a dozen localities including Phuket Island on the Andaman Sea, 

Chonburi, and Bangkok, (Thailand); Melaka, and Muar (Malaysia), as well as various parts of Singapore.  
2006 Taiwan. 20 sites including on a trawler, from bycatch stands, and at markets 
2005 Yucatan Peninsula. Collected freshwater and brackish water fish from Mexico and Belize.  
2004 Dominican Republic. Collected freshwater and marine species from 10 localities  

 
CURRENT PROFESSIONAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP 

• American Association for the Advancement of Science (Elected Fellow)  
• American Society of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists (Life Member) 
• The Society for the Study of Evolution (Life Member) 
• Society of Systematic Biologists (Life Member) 
• Sigma Xi (Elected Member) 
• National Association of Science Writers 

 
RECENT UNIVERSITY SERVICE @ Louisiana State University 

• Chair - Research, Economic Development, and Intellectual Property AI Working Group (for Provost Haggerty) 2023 
• ADVANCE Institutional Transformation grant proposal working group (led by College of Science Dean Cynthia Peterson) 

– subgroup Committee on Critical Conversations led by Zakiya Wilson Kennedy  
• Co-Chair (w/Morgan Kelly), DEI Cluster Hire, LSU Biological Sciences (3 positions) 2022-2023 
• Executive Vice President and Provost LSU search committee 2022 
• LSU Flagship Strategic Plan - Flagship Integration Committee 2022 
• Promotion & Tenure Committee, Co-Chair (2021-2022), College of Science, Chair Biological Sciences 2021-2023 
• Faculty Director, LSU Center for Collaborative Knowledge 2021-2024 
• COVID-19 Assistance Committee 2020 
• Hiring Committee for an Outreach Coordinator, LSU Museum of Natural Science 2020 
• University Council on Gender Equity, 2019-2020   
• Faculty Policy Committee for LSU School of Collaborative Academic Programs, 2019-2020 
• Search Committee and Diversity Advocate, for a tenure-track Neurobiologist at Dept. of Biological Sciences, 2019-2020 
• Faculty Senate, 2018-2020 (Member at Large of Executive Committee 2019-2020) 
• Search Committee and Diversity Advocate, for a tenure-track Ecologist at Dept. of Biological Sciences, 2017-2018 
• Advisory Board for the Communications Across the Curriculum, 2018 - Current 
• Co-Chair College of Science Undergraduate Task Force for Recruitment and Retention of Majors, 2017 - 2019 
• Advisory Board for the Center for Collaborative Knowledge, 2017 - Current 

 
EDITING AND SOCIETAL SERVICES 

• 2021 – 2023  Bulletin of the Society of Systematic Biologists  
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• 2022    Society for the Study of Evolution Advocacy Group for the American Institute of Biological 
   Sciences Virtual Advocacy Event – spoke with the offices of Senators Bill Cassidy,  
   John Kennedy, Rick Scott, Marco Rubio, John Cornyn, and Congressman Gary Graves and  

William Steube 
• 2016 – 2020  Secretary of the American Society of Ichthyologist and Herpetologist. 
• 2014 – Present  Editor, Occasional Papers of the Museum of Natural Science, LSU. 
• 2009 – Present   Board of Governors of the American Society of Ichthyologists. 
• 2009 – 2016  Associate Editor for Book Reviews, and Editorial Board Copeia. 
• 2010 – 2015  Assistant Editor, Journal of Fish Biology. 

 
External Reviewer for: 
Journals: American Naturalist (2x), Aquaculture, Axios, Biodiversitas Journal of Biological Diversity, 
Biological Reviews, BioScience, Bulletin of the Peabody Museum of Natural History, Bulletin of the Society of Systematic Biology, 
BMC Evolutionary Biology (3x), Check List (3X), Chromosome Research, Cladistics (2x), Conservation Biology (2x), Copeia (15X), 
Environmental Biology of Fishes (2X), European Journal of Taxonomy, Freshwater Biology, Frontiers in Marine Science, 
European Journal of Taxonomy, Evolution, Heredity, Hydrobiologia (3x), Ichthyological Explorations of Freshwaters, 
Ichthyological Research, Integrative and Comparative Biology, Journal of Animal Ecology, Journal of Applied Ichthyology, Journal 
of the Arkansas Academy of Science, Journal of Biogeography (6X), Journal of Evolutionary Biology, Journal of Fish Biology (5x), 
Journal of Ichthyology, Journal of the Marine Biological Association of the United Kingdom (3X), Journal of Morphology 
(3x),Journal of Natural History, Journal of Vertebrate Paleontology (4x), Journal of Zoological Systematics and Evolutionary 
Research (2x), Life, Methods in Ecology and Evolution, Mitochondrial DNA Part B: Resources, Molecular Ecology (2x), Molecular 
Ecology Resources, Molecular Phylogenetics and Evolution (5x), Open Marine Biology Journal Organisms Diversity and 
Evolution, Philippine Journal of Science, PeerJ, PLoS One (6X), Proceedings of the Royal Society B, (2x), Revista de Biologia 
Marina and Oceanografia, Scientific Reports (3x), Scientific Data, Southeastern Naturalist, Systematics and Biodiversity, 
Systematic Biology (8x), Wildlife and Biodiversity, Vertebrate Zoology, Zoological, Journal of the Linnean Society (6x), Zoology 
and Ecology, Zookeys, Zoologica Scripta (2x), Zoological Studies (2x), Zootaxa (12x)  
Granting Agencies: US National Science Foundation, Swiss National Science Foundation Division Biology and Medicine; 
Alongside Wildlife Foundation; Conservation Leadership Programme 
 

 
SELECT RECENT OUTREACH/ SYNERGISTIC ACTIVITIES 

• 2024 Arnold and Mabel Beckman Foundation Scholars Program Advisory Panel and Proposal Reviewer (2 rounds) 
• NSF Grant Review Panelist 2021 & 2022 
• National Science Teaching Association Panel “Responsible Use of Live Animals and Dissection in the Science Classroom” 

2019-2021 
• Grant Reviewer for ‘Alongside Wildlife Foundation,’ 2019 
• Panelist “Intersection Points” – Interagency Working Group on Biological Data Sharing, Rockville, MD 2019 
• ‘Supper With A Scientist’ Host – Museum Tour and Dinner with local citizens interested in science, 2018 
• Host for Crude Life Exhibit, A Traveling Exhibit about the impacts of the 2010 Gulf of Mexico Oil at LSU, 2018 
• NSF Grant Review Panelist and Ad Hoc External Reviewer, 2018, 2019 
• Consultant – IUCN RedList of Threatened Species, 2018 
• Reviewer for Graduate Student Research Awards, Society of Systematic Biology 2017, 2018 

 
ACADEMIC / EDUCATIONAL WEBSITES 

• Professional Website: https://www.prosanta.org/  
• Ichthyology Blog: https://lsuichthyology.blogspot.com/ 
• Guide to Academia Blog: http://aguidetoacademia.blogspot.com 
• Twitter: @PREAUX_FISH https://twitter.com/ 

 
NOTABLE PRESS FEATURES

Washington Post 
Forbes  
NewsWeek 
National Geographic 
Discover 
Gawkers  
Vice 

The New York Times 
Science 
The Guardian 
Eureka Alerts  
LiveScience  
BBC News 
Bloomberg News  

BBC Radio 
NAT GEO 
Yahoo News 
Wall Street Journal  
Fox 
Nature 
ESPN-U  
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McGill Alumni Magazine 
Smithsonian.com  
Mashable  
The Atlantic 

The Daily Reveille  
Science Newsline 
Science Daily 
Reuters  

‘Brief But Spectacular’ PBS 
Science Friday (2x)

 
PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS 
(last 5 years, not including student or collaborator presentations) 
 
Plenaries/Keynotes/Colloquia: 

• Evolution Studies Initiative at Vanderbilt University (Invited, Inagural Retreat). October 18-20, 2023. 
• American Fisheries Society, Pennsylvania Chapter, February 11, 2021 (Plenary) 
• College of William & Mary, IGNITE, Future Faculty Development Program, November 8, 2021 (Plenary) 
• Darwin Day Speaker, Southern Illinois University Edwardsville, February 14, 2022 (Colloquium)	
• 10th Anniversary Darwin Day Keynote, University of Southern Mississippi, February 11, 2023 (Keynote)	

 
Other Notable Invited Talks (since 2018): 

• Look Who’s Walking Too: Genomics and kinematics of balitorid loaches can inform our understanding of the vertebrate 
transition to land. 11th IndoPacific Fish Conference, Auckland, New Zealand, November 22, 2023   

• Explaining Life Through Evolution TIES: Teacher Institute for Evolutionary Science October 5, 2023 (online) 
• Why Evolution Matters. Evolution Studies Initiative Vanderbilt University (Oct 18-20, 2023) 
• Natural History in the 21st Century. Skype a Scientist. Monte Bella Elementary School, Salinas, California May 5, 2022 
• MC and organizer for Interdisciplinary Showcase, Center for Collaborative Knowledge (10 speakers) 
• I was told there would be no math: One biologist’s journey into coding August 3, 2022. Science Coding Emersion 

Program, San Francisco St. University (Virtual, Invited) 
• On being and becoming a natural history curator. March 22, 2022. McGill University’s Green Career’s Week. (Virtual, 

Invited) 
• What is evidence? A conversation across the sciences and humanities (Center for Collaborative Knowledge Virtual 

Seminar Series), February 21, 2022 
• Darwin Day Panel, LSU Alexandria (Virtual Invited), Feb 12, 2022 
• Vouchers and Genomic Research: The Overlooked Science of Linking the Living and the Dead. Linking and Leveraging 

Biological Collections: Zoos and Natural History Museum iDigBio Workshop. (Invited Virtual) May 5, 2021 
• Evolution in the Age of COVID: (Invited Virtual) UC Berkeley, December 2, 2020  
• Hopes for Reciprocal Illumination: An Old-school Evolutionary Biologist Comes to Carleton.  September 17, 2020 
• SciFun Ad Hoc Hypotheses: SciFoo October 24, 2020 (Virtual) 
• How I #SciComm. Institute of Environmental and Interdisciplinary Science, Carleton, November 16, 2020 (Virtual) 
• A Crisis in Genomics: Lack of vouchers will preclude repeatability and hinder future taxonomic identification. Biodiversity 

Genomics, October 5, 2020 conference. Vertebrate Genome Project/ Genome 10K. (Virtual) 
• On Trees. Skype a Scientist. Bronx High School of Science October 2, 2020. 
• Perspectives on Fish Taxonomy.  Department of Zoology, Bajkul Milani Mahavidyalaya, India. September 20, 2020 
• Why study natural history? March 13, 2020. Lee High School, Speaking of Science Series.  
• Riding the Genomic Tsunami: Or What The Genome Can’t Tell Us. January 10, 2020. Clemson University, South Carolina.  
• Loss and the Future of Nature. Acadiana Center for the Arts, September 21, 2019. 
•  Identifying Fishes of Southern Haiti. Universite Providence d'Haiti. July 8, 2019.  
•  Natural History in the Age of Genomics, Stowers Institute. March 13, 2019.  
•  Evolution in the Age of Genomics, Texas A&M. January 28, 2019.  
•  Natural History in the Age of Genomics, Field Museum, Chicago. December 14, 2018.  
•  Four Billion Years of Evolution in Six Minutes. TED Conference, Vancouver, B.C. April 12, 2018. (3 + Million Views) 
•  A Path to Research. Tri Beta, undergraduate Biological Honors Society LSU. March 22, 2018.  
•  The Big Ocean Myth. Ocean Luminaries. American Museum of Natural History, March 2, 2018.  
•  The Future of Systematics. University of Central Florida, Orlando, February 26, 2018. [Grad. Student Invited Speaker] 
 

 
NOTABLE INVITED PRESENTATION VENUES 
 

TED Conference (Vancouver)  
National Science Foundation 
American Museum of Natural History 

Field Museum of Natural History 
Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History 
Smithsonian National Zoo 
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Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research 
Case Western University 
University of Central Florida  
McGill University 
University of Michigan  
Virgnia Institute of Marine Science 
Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Honduras 
Old Dominion University 
University of Southern Mississippi  

Rutgers/New Jersey Institute of Technology 
Sam Houston State 
Society of Systematic Biology Standalone Meeting 
Willi Hennig Society (Argentina) 
Virginia Institute of Marine Science 
University of Florida, McGuire Center 
University of Alabama (ALLELE) 
National Sun Yat-sen University, Taiwan 
Keck Center, National Academy of Sciences 

       Stowers Institute for Medical Research 
       Universite Providence d'Haiti    
       Acadiana Center for the Arts     
       Texas A&M 
       Clemson, South Carolina 
      UC Berkeley (Virtual)    
      SciFoo (Google; Virtual) 
      University of Winnipeg 

      Canadian Museum of Nature 
           San Francisco State University 

Carleton University 
American Fisheries Society, Pennsylvania (Plenary)  
Virginia Institute of Marine Science (Plenary) 
Univ. of Southern Mississippi (Darwin Day Keynote) 

           Vanderbilt University (Evolution Studies Initiative)
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